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Tamilians, Maharashtrians, Gujaratis, etc., cease to have their special
characteristics if all of them became converts to Islam?
These have all become one politically because they are subject to
one foreign control. They are trying today to throw off that subjection.
You seem to have introduced a new test of nationhood. If I accept
it, I would have to subscribe to many more claims and face an insoluble
problem.
The only real though lawful test of our nationhood arises out of
our common political subjection. If you and I throw off this subjection
by our combined effort we shall be born a politically free nation out of
our travail. If by then we have not learnt to prize our freedom we
may quarrel among ourselves and, for want of a common master hold-
ing us together in his iron grip, seek to split up into small groups ar
nationalities. There will be nothing to prevent us from descending to
^that level and we shall not have to go in search of a master. There
are many claimants to the throne that never remains vacant.
With this background I shall present you with my difficulty in
accepting your resolution:
(1)  Pakistan is not in the resolution.   Does it bear the original
meaning the Punjab, Afghanistan, Kashmir, Sind and Baluchistan
out of which the name was mnemonically formed? If not, what is it?
(2)  Is the goal of Pakistan pan-Islam?
(3)  What is it that distinguishes an Indian Muslim from every
other Indian, if not his religion?   Is he different from a Turk or
an Arab?
(4)   What is the   connotation of   the word "Muslims" in   the
resolution under discussion? Does it mean the Muslims of the India
of geography or of the Pakistan to be?
(5)  Is the resolution addressed to Muslims by way of education,
or to the inhabitants of the whole of India by way of appeal or to
the foreign ruler as an ultimatum?
(6)     Are the   constituents   in   the two    zones   to    constitute
" independent States," an undefined number in each zone?
(7)   Is the demarcation to take place during the pendency of
British rule?
(8)  If the answer to the last question is in the affirmative, the
proposal must be accepted first by Britain and then imposed upon
India, not evolved from within by the free will of the people of
India!!!
(9)   Have you examined the position and satisfied yourself that
. these   " independent   States"   will   be   materially  and otherwise
benefited by being split up into fragments?
(10)   Please satisfy me that these independent sovereign States